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I.

INTRODUCTION/REVIEW
A. Ephesians 3:10 - Church for God’s glory
B. Image Bearing sons - Ambassadors of the Kingdom
C. Metaphors for the Church

II. BLUEPRINT FOR THE CHURCH - JESUS, MEMBERS, DEACONS,
ELDERS
III. THE “OFFICE” OF MEMBERS - THEY KEYS TO HEAVEN
A. The Keys of the Kingdom of Heaven - Matthew 16:15-19
“He said to them, “But who do you say that I am?” Simon Peter replied, “You are
the Christ, the Son of the living God.” And Jesus answered him, “Blessed are you,
Simon Bar-Jonah! For flesh and blood has not revealed this to you, but my Father
who is in heaven. And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my
church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. I will give you the keys of
the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven.”
B. The Keys and the Church
Matthew 18:15–18 “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault,
between you and him alone. If he listens to you, you have gained your brother. 16
But if he does not listen, take one or two others along with you, that every charge
may be established by the evidence of two or three witnesses. 17 If he refuses to
listen to them, tell it to the church. And if he refuses to listen even to the church, let
him be to you as a Gentile and a tax collector. 18 Truly, I say to you, whatever you
bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be
loosed in heaven.”
C. The Keys Exercised Through Baptism & Lord’s Supper
Matthew 28:19 “Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in
the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
“a local church is created when a group of Christians gather together, someone explains the
gospel, everyone agrees to it, and they mutually affirm one another’s agreement through the
ordinances.”

